2 April 2020
Distance Learning

Years 7-8
Parent

Q&A

What can I do to
assist my son?
@

1. Encourage your son to get
up early to be prepared for
work at the starting time of a
normal school day. The more
you can keep things as normal
as possible, the better it will
be for your whole family, but
particularly for his learning.
The School is looking to
institute a mandatory checkin system for all students for
Term 2.
2. Please support the School
by ensuring that your son
appears online in front of
others appropriately dressed
and groomed and that there’s
a suitable background behind
him and that he respects the
online learning environment.

3. Teachers are marking rolls for
students who are present for
online learning and for the
submission of work. You will
be contacted if a teacher has
a concern about your son’s
involvement in classes or fails
to submit due work.
4. Check in with your son about
his learning by asking him
what he learned today or how
his day is set for tomorrow.
Sit with him while his has his
Lampada class pages open
to see first-hand what work
is set and what his teacher’s
expectations are.
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What if my son
is unwell or
unavailable and
cannot attend
his virtual
lessons?
Inform the School by 9:00am
that morning if your son is
unable to undertake distance
learning for a full day by
emailing the Sergeant Major
catwill@shore.nsw.edu.au

I am finding
this process
very
challenging.
This is a new experience for
teachers and boys. Shore
acknowledges that in the first
weeks there will be a degree of
trial and error, however, we ask
for your patience as we work
through this together.
We are recognise the importance
of managing online fatigue for
students and teachers.

Will live video
be required for
every lesson?

Will Progress
Meetings be
held in Term II?

No. Shore’s Distance Learning
Plan is not attempting to replicate
on campus face to face learning.

The Year 7 Progress meetings
will still take place in week 9 of
Term 2.

The Shore Distance Learning
Plan requires flexibility. Different
families and different boys have
different needs at the moment.
For instance, there are some
families at home where five or
six people are sharing bandwidth
and it may not be possible for
some students to access the
internet when they need to. Our
plan is designed with the need
for flexibility.

The Year 8 Progress meetings
will still take place in week 3 of
Term 3.

The Shore Distance Learning
Plan needs to be sustainable over
the long term as it is not clear
how long this form of learning
will be required.
The School is attempting to
establish a sense of calm
for the boys.

At this stage they are still
scheduled to proceed, pending
Government advice about
students returning to school.

Will parents
still receive
Semester 1
reports?
Year 7 will receive their reports
in week 8 of Term 2.
Year 8 will receive their reports
in week 9 of Term 2.
These will be available to view
on your Lampada account.

This is a huge adjustment for
both the boys and teaching
staff. We understand it is a
particularly difficult transition
for students in year 7 and 8 who
are still learning how to work
independently.

2

Years 7-8 Parent Q&A

What
information
will be made
available for
my Year 7 son
to choose his
Year 8 Elective
subjects?
A Year 8 curriculum information
evening is planned for week 5
of Term 3.
This will proceed pending
Government advice.

Younger
students are
relying on
parents for
background
knowledge with
content. Can
you suggest
how parents can
assist?
By sitting with your son on his
Lampada pages and working
through the learning activities
that are set by his teachers.

Can we offer
after school help Who should my
son contact if he
for our boys,
is struggling?
similar to a
study centre?
Your son should follow the
This is certainly something that
the School will be investigating
moving into Term II.

Does the
School have any
recommended
resources for
the wellbeing of
my son during
this time?
Please make sure you visit
Lampada/Wellbeing for a
selection of extremely helpful
resources.
The Wellbeing page is the first
tab on the left hand panel when
you log in to Lampada.

normal procedure of contacting
his Tutor and or his Housemaster
for any questions.
The Counselling Team are
available if needed.
The Community Chaplain Nick
Foord is available to speak with
parents, students and Old Boys.
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My son
really misses
his friends
and School
community.
What is the best
way for him to
keep in touch?
It is important for your son to
connect with his friends on a
daily basis. Encourage him to
talk to his friends, rather than
texting or messaging.
Also encourage your sons to log
in to their House meetings and
Tutor Group sessions online.

When we check
in with our sons
what should we
do if they are
continually not
doing the work
that is set?
Contact your son’s Housemaster
or Tutor who will work with you
on a solution.

Sometimes
there’s not
enough time
between lessons
for boys to get
set up for the
next listen.
Can we shorten
periods slightly
to allow time to
transition?
Teachers have been advised
that they should not be doing
anything outside the normal
time table period and to leave
enough time between lessons
for students to move from one
to another. The School will be
looking at routine and structure
moving into Term 2 to ensure
that there is sufficient time
allowed between lessons.

Are boys in
Years 7 and 8
expected to do
homework?
Year 7 and 8 boys are not
expected to do a lot of
homework. They will be busy on
learning activities throughout the
day and we encourage them to
engage in other activities in the
evenings, ideally having a break
from screens.

Will there be
more topic
tests and
weekly quizzes
while boys
are distance
learning?
Topic tests and quizzes are
not necessarily a good way of
assessing student learning,
especially in a Distance Learning
environment. There are some
subject where these are suitable
but in many others, topic tests
will only assess short term
memory, not learning.
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How can I help
my son stay
focused and
self-motivated?
That can be challenging and it
is to be expected that some days
will be more difficult to motivate
than others. Encourage your
son to have breaks for recess
and lunch, exercise is important.
Checking in with your son in
the morning to plan the day is
helpful.
Well-being information is
regularly updated in Lampada.

How will
NAPLAN be
assessed for
Year 7?
NESA have cancelled the Year 7
NAPLAN testing this year.

Now social
distancing is
extended until
June, will the
school remain
closed until
then?
We are guided by Government
regulations as to when the boys
are allowed back on campus.
The school is currently open for
the sons of essential workers
who are unable to supervise their
sons at home.

Will there be
any support
or activities
provided during
the school
holidays?
Due to Government
requirements, we have had to
cancel holiday workshops and
camps. We are not looking at
putting on any activities in the
April holidays.

How will
students receive
feedback on
their work?

It is difficult
for boys to
complete art
Subject teachers will provide
and tech tasks
feedback on work.
without material
requirements.
How will the
Can the school
school manage
address this
science
next term?
experiments?
We are working to adjust the
Tech course for Term 2, so
teachers are setting work that
doesn’t require significant
practical components.

Science teachers will video
experiments and then show
them and talk through them with
the class. They may also provide
links to you-tube videos.

www.shore.nsw.edu.au
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