1 April 2020
Distance Learning

Year 12
Parent

Q&A

What can I do to
assist my son?
@

1. Encourage your son to get
up early to be prepared for
work at the starting time
of a normal school day.
The more you can keep
things as normal as possible,
the better it will be for your
whole family, but particularly
for his learning. The School
is looking to institute a
mandatory check-in system
for all students for Term 2.

3. Make sure your son
respects the online learning
environment. Teachers are
marking rolls for students
who are present for online
learning and for the
submission of work.
You will be contacted if a
teacher has a concern about
your son’s involvement
in classes or fails to submit
due work.

2. Support the School by
ensuring that your son
appears online in front of
others appropriately dressed
and groomed, that there’s a
suitable background.

4. Check in with your son
regularly about his learning
– ask him what he learned
today or what his schedule
looks like tomorrow.
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What if my son
is unwell or
unavailable and
cannot attend
his virtual
lessons?
If he won’t be able to participate
in distance learning for the full
day, inform the School by 9:00am
that morning by emailing the
Sergeant Major catwill@shore.
nsw.edu.au

Will live video
be required for
every lesson?
No. Shore’s Distance Learning
Plan is not attempting to
replicate on-campus, face-to-face
learning.

I am finding
this process
very
challenging.
Online learning is a new
experience for teachers and
boys. There will be a degree of
trial and error in the first weeks
but we ask for your patience as
we work through it together.
We also recognise the importance
of managing online fatigue for
students and teachers.
This is a huge adjustment for
both the boys and teaching staff.

What do I do if
my son cannot
complete an
assessment
task due to
illness?
Firstly, please inform the
Sergeant Major by email that
your son is absent.
You should also compete an
Illness and Misadventure
Form, which can be found on
Lampada using the left hand
navigation panel – Lampada/
Parent Resources/Senior School
Academic Policy, Forms and
Procedures/Illness Misadventure
Assessment Appeal form 2020.
The Illness and Misadventure
process remains the same
at this time.
This will provide timings, dates
and weightings for tasks.

The Plan requires flexibility different families and different
boys have different needs at the
moment. For example, there are
some families in which five or six
people are sharing bandwidth
and it may not be possible for
some students to access the
internet when they need to.
Our Plan needs to be sustainable
over the long term as we do not
know how long this form of
learning will be required. We are
working to establish a sense of
calm and normality for the boys.
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Who should my Does the
son contact if he School have any
is struggling?
recommended
resources for the
He should follow the normal
procedure and contact his Tutor
wellbeing of my
and/or Housemaster if he has
any questions. The Counselling
son during this
Team are available if needed.
time?
@

What changes
have been made
to the Year 12
Assessment
Week?
The Assessment week that was
scheduled to take place in at the
beginning of Term II will not
happen in its current form. Boys
will be provided with a modified
schedule on 8 April, which will
include details in relation to
practical and major works.
The School is conscious of the
need not to overload the boys
at any particular time. NESA
is providing all schools with
supporting information on this.

We encourage parents to visit
Lampada/Wellbeing for a
selection of extremely helpful
resources. The Wellbeing page
is the first tab on the lefthand panel when you log in to
Lampada.

My son has
missed several
practical lessons
for IT Timber,
how will the time
be made up?
NESA has advised that for the
moment these projects are to
remain at school. We are looking
at replacing the time missed
and will advise how that will
be undertaken when we have
further guidelines from NESA.

My son really
misses his
friends. What is
the best way for
him to keep in
touch?
It is important for your son to
connect with his friends on a
daily basis. Encourage him to talk
to his friends, rather than texting
or messaging.

Does the
School have any
recommended
resources for the
wellbeing of my
son during this
time?
Please make sure you visit
Lampada/Wellbeing for a
selection of extremely helpful
resources.
The Wellbeing page is the first
tab on the left hand panel when
you log in to Lampada.
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Where can I find Will Year 12
updates from
reports be
NESA?
available in Term
II as scheduled?
https://educationstandards.nsw.
edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/about/
news/novel-coronovirus

@

Will the HSC go
ahead?
NESA has advised that the HSC
will be going ahead.

What is the
process if a
decision is made
by NESA to
cancel the HSC?
In the unlikely event that this
was to happen, the School is
working on a process to ensure
University entrance and further
education remains available to
the boys.

Reports will be available
on 5 June.

Will Progress
Meetings take
place in Term II?
Once the School receives
advice about a return to School
a decision will be made. At
this stage Progress Meetings
are scheduled for Week 7 Term
II, 9 June. Information will be
communicated to parents closer
to that time.

Do we have
a start date
for Term II
assessments?
How far will they
be pushed out?

Will holiday
workshops be
available in
the June/July
holidays?
We are working on contingencies
for holding workshops in the
June/July holidays. We will update
parents when we know more.
If the July workshops go ahead,
what week do you anticipate
they might run?
The boys will be provided with a
range of options for workshops.
The School is also looking at
making them accessible online.

Can revision
tasks and past
papers be
provided for
the boys in the
holidays?
All past HSC papers can be
found on the NESA website. Year
12 teachers will provide revision
work for the boys to do.

This will be advised to the boys
on 8 April.

Will the Trials
proceed?
At this stage the Trial
examinations are scheduled to
proceed in Week 5 Term III
(18 August).
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Will teachers be
available in the
holidays to offer
assistance?
Individual teachers will discuss
this with the boys.

Can we have a
daily check-in?
First thing in
the morning or
perhaps after
lunch?

Are individual
classes getting
different work or
is it consistent
across the
How can we
subject?
support boys
Teachers are working to the
who have tech or
syllabus and providing the same
work. Teachers and Heads of
ICT issues and
Departments are ensuring that
miss classes or
they are up to the same point in
the syllabus.
lessons?

What is being
done to ensure
We are working on having this in
the integrity
place for Term II.
of assessment
tasks, especially
in a distance
Can we have
supervised study learning
environment?
periods?
That is difficult as study periods
are normally supervised by
teachers in person. The School
is hoping that boys will take
responsibility for their own
learning in those periods. Your
support in ensuring that, is
appreciated.

The School’s current assessment
guidelines have a clear academic
honesty policy. Teachers and
Heads of Departments are well
aware of the need to mitigate
issues of academic honesty
when designing tasks. We will
be releasing a Distance Learning
Assessment Policy at the
beginning of Term II to provide
clear guidelines to the boys.

The boys need to be proactive
in communicating with their
teacher and should inform
them if there is a potential
problem. Boys should also
communicate with their Tutor
and Housemaster if they are
having particular problems and
would like school assistance.
Boys have been advised to check
Lampada and Microsoft Teams
throughout the day, rather than
just at the beginning of the day.
Could work or tasks be loaded
up the night before, or at the
beginning of the day?
Teachers should be informing
boys of their work well before the
start of the new day and we are
working with teachers to ensure
this is happening. Teachers have
been asked to provide work by
8:20am every day on Lampada
or, at the beginning of the week
on a Monday, by 8:20am.
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What is
being done to
encourage boys
to exercise,
stretch, have
time away from
their screens?
Housemasters are posting
resources on their House
pages to remind boys that this
is necessary. There are many
resources available on the
Wellbeing pages on Lampada.

@

Are some
classes being
merged, for
example,
business
studies?
All classes are taking place
at their scheduled time.
The only time a class would be
merged is if a particular teacher
had an area of expertise and
those classes were scheduled
for the same time.

How far back
will review of
assessments go
if it is required?
Just to 12 or 11
as well?
We are waiting on information
from NESA on this.

How will boys sit
their exams?
At this stage it is intended that
boys will sit HSC exams faceto-face, that is, as per normal
practice. NESA will advise if
there are any changes to this
plan.

Is it likely that
early morning
study sessions
will start in
Term II?
The School is investigating
options to provide additional
support to Year 12. This will
be communicated to boys and
parents in due course.

Are there any
contingencies
in place for
the end of year
traditions,
for example,
Valedictory
Dinner, Chapel
will be back
updates, etc.?
The School is looking at possible
alternative dates, should that be
necessary. We are endeavouring
to find a time to hold these
important events for Year 12 boys
and their families. There is every
intention to hold these most
important Year 12 events.

Is NESA
considering
pushing back
dates of trial and
final exams?
At this stage it is intended that
HSC trials and examinations
proceed as planned.
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Now that
the holiday
workshops are
not taking place,
can you suggest
ways to motivate
the boys?
Teachers will be giving boys
work that needs to be completed
during the holidays.

Boys have
received
information
from UAC. Are
there changes
to overseas/
interstate
admissions?
Overseas admissions would
be for September 2021 so
applications for these are not
due for a long period of time.
Interstate admissions are also
through the same UAC process
and there is no need for any
action on these until August/
September when the due date for
UAC enrolment occurs.

Will all this
information also
be given to the
boys?
Yes, we will speaking to Year 12
boys prior to the end of term to
answer any questions that they
might have. We have a Year 12
online meeting scheduled for
3:30pm Tuesday 7th April.

Other schools
are remaining
open as well as
online. Would
you consider
allowing Year 12
to return?

Will there be
any adjustments
made to
assessment
marks if boys,
particularly
boarders are
adversely
affected?
That would depend on the nature
of the Illness and Misadventure.
NESA has advised that there
will be no adjustments made for
COVID-19 as this is affecting all
students in the state.

At the moment advice from
the NSW Government is that
students are not recommended
to come to School. Schools are
only open at the moment for
children of essential workers and
for students who are unable to be
supervised at home.
Shore is therefore not in a
position to open the School for
Year 12 at this time but we are
monitoring the situation.

www.shore.nsw.edu.au
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